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the parties have different domicils, or if the transaction is effected in
some country other than Romania or England.
What law should be applied in such a case has not arisen in The
the English courts, the probable explanation being that goods theories
in transit are generally represented by a bill of lading or other
documentary symbol of ownership which is capable of an
independent dealing.1 Jurists have advocated several laws, such
as the lex situs^ the lex domicilii of the owner, the law of the
place of ultimate destination, the law of the place of dispatch
and the proper law of the particular transfer. Objections may be
raised to each of these. The lex situs, owing to its inconstancy,
is an impracticable choice unless the movables have come
to a definite resting-place at the time of the transfer. The
domicil of the owner is not a suitable criterion of the law
to govern a mercantile transaction. The law of the stipulated
place of destination, though an appropriate choice in many
circumstances, suffers from the disadvantage that it may be
and frequently is altered during the course of the transit.- 'I am
not prepared to hold', said Lord Watson, 'that whenever the
cargo of a ship is destined to a port in one country, the dealings
of the owner of the cargo with the bill of lading which repre-
sents and carries the property of the goods must in every other
country be governed by the law of the locus where the ship is to
unload/2 The law of the place of dispatch is not well adapted to
govern a transfer effected abroad when the transit is nearing
completion. The proper law is, no doubt, suitable to govern
questions dependent upon the effect of a particular transaction
but scarcely apposite to every question.
The truth again is that no one law can be made the exclusive no one law
arbiter of disputes arising out of a transfer of goods in itinere. s°v<!mf «•
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The problems must be broken down. A dispute between the ail cases
parties to a particular transaction, as, for example, a mortgage
of the goods granted by the assignee, will be governed by the
proper law of the transaction.3 If the movables come to rest
1	There is, however, no clear authority upon what law governs the transfer of a
bill of lading or other document of tide to goods. The three possibilities seem to be
the proper law of the bill of lading, the lex situs of the bill at the time of its en-
dorsement, and the lex situs of the goods at that time. The point is important,
since in some countries, e.g. France, the endorsement of a bill of lading does not
pass the property in the goods; 17 Canadian Bar Review, 18-25. It is suggested
that the correct choice is the lex situs of the bill of lading at the time of its endorse-
ment.
2	Inglis v. Robertson, [1898] A.C. 616, 627.
3	In North Western Bank v, Poyitter, [i 895] A.C. 56, the House of Lords was

